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HONORING MERCED NAACP 
PRESIDENT DARRYL DAVIS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor outgoing Merced NAACP President 
Darryl Davis. Mr. Davis’s tenure as president 
and his various leadership roles highlight his 
distinguished lifetime of public service and 
commitment to serving our community. 

Mr. Davis began his decades of service to 
the greater Merced community in 1987 when 
he was stationed at Castle Air Force Base. 
After his time in the military and graduation 
from the Criminal Justice Training Center (Po-
lice Academy) at Modesto Junior College, Mr. 
Davis began his career in law enforcement. 
Throughout his career, he worked in multiple 
capacities with the Merced County Sheriff’s 
and District Attorney’s Offices and then as an 
officer at UC Merced. In each of these roles 
and in his current job as a fraud investigator 
with Merced County, Mr. Davis has served 
with distinction and exhibited strong profes-
sionalism, leadership, and integrity, which 
have made him a well-respected member of 
the community. 

Having been a member of the NAACP for 
many years, Mr. Davis was sworn in as the 
Merced branch president in 2015 and has 
since used his unique perspective gained 
throughout his career to further the NAACP’s 
mission to ensure equal rights and eliminate 
race-based discrimination. During his four 
years as president, Mr. Davis has continued to 
build the organization’s membership and rela-
tionships to further educate others about the 
social issues facing our country and commu-
nity, including topics such as the effects of 
gangs and incarceration on minority youths, 
police encounters, and lawful protests. 

Mr. Davis has exhibited the same level of 
commitment, integrity, and professionalism 
during his time as the local NAACP president 
that he has had during his law enforcement 
career. The unique perspective he has as a 
police officer, combined with his ability to bring 
people together and desire to help others 
have undoubtedly had a positive impact on the 
greater Merced community. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring a man who has made sig-
nificant contributions to our country and com-
munity through his distinguished career and 
extensive civic involvement. It is both fitting 
and appropriate that we honor Darryl Davis 
and wish him the best as he concludes his 
term as president of the Merced NAACP 
branch. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call 
No. 30. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, due to 
circumstances outside of my control, I was un-
able to be present for this vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 28. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF DUNCAN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, on the 
evening of January 14, 2019, I missed Roll 
Call vote No. 30, as I was at a meeting be-
tween President Donald Trump and my con-
stituents—the National Champion Clemson 
Tiger football team. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YES on H.R. 116, the In-
vesting in Main Street Act. 

f 

HONORING BARBARA PLANTE 

HON. DEBBIE LESKO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and celebrate the incredible work 
Barbara Plante has done for the United States 
Air Force and Luke Air Force Base in my 
home district. Barbara is retiring this month 
after an incredibly distinguished career serving 
our country. She has served the Air Force for 
35 years, including 26 of those years at Luke 
Air Force Base. 

Currently, Barbara serves as the Deputy Di-
rector of the Community Initiatives Team at 
Luke Air Force Base. She was on the public 
affairs team for Luke Air Force Base from 
1995 until 2013, except for when she was de-
ployed to Afghanistan in 2011 and 2012. Dur-
ing those years, she welcomed local officials 
to the base, educated the public, and helped 
Luke Air Force Base with recruitment. In 2013, 
she transitioned from public affairs to help 

lead the Community Initiatives Team, where 
she learned and concentrated on state laws 
and zoning. 

Luke Air Force Base is home to one of the 
largest fighter wings in the world, the 56th 
Fighter Wing, in the middle of a growing met-
ropolitan area. The Air Force strives for safe 
and supportive environments around its bases, 
leading to Luke Air Force Base’s creation of 
the Community Initiatives Team in 2003. While 
not every base has one, Barbara’s leadership 
has demonstrated how successful they can 
be. She has been essential to the base and 
the 56th Fighter Wing’s success. 

Barbara has built tremendous support for 
the base in West Valley. Her commitment to 
educating city officials, real estate profes-
sionals, politicians and residents about the 
state laws restricting development around the 
base and why they are important has helped 
secure Luke Air Force Base’s future for years 
to come. As of 2017, the base supports ap-
proximately 15,070 jobs, $923 million in 
wages, and $2.4 billion in direct and indirect 
economic impact to Arizona. 

Barbara’s warm personality and desire to 
build and maintain strong relationships has 
helped her successfully manage the growth at 
Luke Air Force Base and the surrounding 
community. Her team works with 11 cities, Ari-
zona state government and the federal gov-
ernment. Her efforts have seen direct results, 
including how our surrounding cities work to-
gether for the greater good of the community 
and the base. Barbara’s work has created a 
fantastic and trusting relationship between our 
communities and Luke Air Force Base. 

Barbara’s great achievements reflect her 
selfless dedication to serving our community in 
Arizona. Her passion for Luke Air Force Base 
and her devotion to her work for the Air Force 
has opened many doors for the base. It is an 
honor to be among the many in congratulating 
her on this most worthy accomplishment. 

I wish her my sincerest congratulations and 
hope her well-earned retirement is filled with 
good health and much happiness. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF PFC GARFIELD M. 
LANGHORN 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, today, I rise 
to honor the service and sacrifice of home-
town hero and Medal of Honor recipient PFC 
Garfield M. Langhorn, from Riverhead, New 
York, who, 50 years ago today, saved the 
lives of his platoon members at just 20 years 
old, by throwing himself on a live grenade in 
Pleiku Province in Vietnam on January 15, 
1969. 

PFC Langhorn served as a radio operator 
with Troop C, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
Regiment, 1st Aviation Brigade, when his unit 
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attempted to rescue the crews of a downed 
American helicopter. Finding no surviving 
crew, PFC Langhorn and his unit were return-
ing the fallen aviators when they came under 
heavy fire from North Vietnamese forces. 
Under the cover of darkness, the North Viet-
namese began to advance, throwing a hand 
grenade in front of PFC Langhorn who was 
just a few feet from his injured comrades. 

It was in that moment, PFC Langhorn self-
lessly chose the courageous act President Lin-
coln once referred to as ‘‘the last full measure 
of devotion’’—to his brothers, his fellow sol-
diers and his country. In that moment, he 
‘‘unhesitatingly threw himself on the grenade, 
scooped it beneath his body and absorbed the 
blast,’’ according to his Medal of Honor Cita-
tion and the first-hand accounts of his fellow 
soldiers he saved. 

For his extraordinary act of bravery, PFC 
Langhorn received a series of awards, includ-
ing the highest, most prestigious personal mili-
tary decoration—the Medal of Honor, and, 
most recently, the Riverhead Post Office was 
dedicated in his name. There is no doubt, 
PFC Langhorn has earned these commenda-
tions, but they mean little if we forget to look 
beyond the decorations and forever remember 
and honor the actions of the 20-year-old 
young man who earned them. 

In saving his fellow soldiers, PFC 
Langhorn’s life was extinguished too soon, but 
as President Lincoln continued, ‘‘we here high-
ly resolve that these dead shall not have died 
in vain.’’ Today, we must challenge ourselves 
as Americans to pick up that torch, to embody 
the bravery, selflessness and commitment to 
our great country. There is no memorial, no 
medal and no post office that can bring back 
PFC Langhorn, but he can live eternally in all 
of us, in our actions and in our hearts. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
ANTHONY JOHN YORK 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
remember the life of Anthony John York, age 
35, who passed away on Friday, December 7, 
2018. 

Anthony was born on August 3, 1983 in 
Youngstown, Ohio to Denise DeBartolo York 
and John York. After graduating from Cardinal 
Mooney High School, he attended Tulane Uni-
versity. Tony resided in Sausalito, California 
where he founded the company Koda. The 
company focuses on preparing young people 
for their first jobs after college. His passion 
was philanthropy, and he always looked for 
ways to serve those around him. 

He is survived by his parents, brother Jed, 
sisters Jenna and Mara, and nephews Jaxon 
and Brixton. 

I extend my deepest condolences to Tony’s 
family and friends. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. GREGORY J. LUCIEN SR. 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Gregory J. 
Lucien Sr., a native of New Orleans, Lou-
isiana. 

Mr. Lucien was raised in the 9th ward in 
New Orleans. He graduated from George 
Washington Carver Sr. High School. After 
completing high school, he moved to Lafay-
ette, Louisiana to attend the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana (USL), which is now 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. While 
attending USL he enlisted in the United States 
Army Reserve. In 1990 he returned to New 
Orleans. Upon his return, he was hired by the 
Orleans Parish Sheriffs office, where he has 
been employed for twenty-eight years. 

In 1991, Mr. Lucien was activated to serve 
in Operation Desert Storm. Upon completion 
of his duty he again returned to New Orleans 
and the Sheriffs office. He was promoted to 
Sergeant within three years and then to Lieu-
tenant. 

Mr. Lucien was eager to make an impact in 
his community. He joined the Zulu Social Aid 
and Pleasure club. In 2009, he became an as-
sociate member and the next year became a 
full member. Once in the Zulu club, he joined 
the Ambassador’s Krewe. Additionally, he 
joined the Safety, Election, Carnival Activities 
and the Coronation Committees. 

Mr. Lucien is an avid sports fan and was not 
fulfilled watching sports on television, there-
fore, he decided to become a high school ref-
eree. In 2012, he be came a football referee 
for the Louisiana High School Officials Asso-
ciation (LHSOA) and in 2013 a basketball ref-
eree for LHSOA. 

Mr. Lucien has been married to the 2019 
Zulu Ambassadress, Talana M. Suarez- 
Lucien, for 19 years. Their loving family con-
sist of three children—Jasmine, Tayler, and 
Gregory Jr—and their first grandchild, Jaxson. 

Madam Speaker, I celebrate the life and 
legacy of Mr. Gregory J. Lucien Sr. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF RON POWELL 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I take this 
time to honor Mr. Ronald Powell and to wish 
him well upon his retirement from his position 
as president of Local 881, United Food and 
Commercial Workers (UFCW) International 
Union, and as vice president of the UFCW 
International. Ron has devoted his life to the 
working men and women of the UFCW, and 
for his unwavering dedication, he is to be 
commended. Mr. Powell will be honored at a 
retirement celebration taking place at Gibsons 
Bar & Steakhouse in Oak Brook, Illinois, on 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019. 

In 1961, Ronald Powell began his career for 
Local 881 when he was hired as a field rep-

resentative. Due to his hard work and commit-
ment, Ron was promoted to field staff super-
visor in 1968 , and went on to become vice 
president/director of field operations in 1973. 
His career continued to thrive, and in 1983, 
Mr. Powell became president of Local 881. In 
addition, he served as vice president of the 
UFCW International. Currently, Ron serves as 
vice president of the Illinois AFL–CIO and is a 
trustee for the UFCW Midwest Pension and 
Benefits Fund. Throughout his successful ca-
reer, Mr. Powell fought for the rights of union 
members and American workers. Under his di-
rection, Local 881 has become a progressive 
leader on behalf of its members in the areas 
of work-site representation, membership serv-
ices, benefits, communication and activities. 

In addition to his successful career, Ron has 
dedicated much of his time and efforts to char-
itable endeavors for organizations including 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, Jack-
son Park Hospital, Little City Foundation, and 
United Way of Illinois, to name a few. Mr. 
Powell’s dedication to the community and his 
career is exceeded only by his devotion to his 
amazing family. Ron and his beloved late wife, 
Lois, have four amazing children, twelve 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending Mr. Ronald Powell for his outstanding 
contributions to Local 881, and to the United 
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Inter-
national Union. Throughout my career, Ron 
has been a tireless advocate for working peo-
ple and an even better friend. For his lifetime 
of leadership and tireless dedication to his 
community, Ron is worthy of the highest 
praise, and I wish him well upon his retire-
ment. 

f 

WILLIAM PEARCE TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. TIPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize William Gordon Pearce, a Colo-
radoan, veteran, father, grandfather and great- 
grandfather who recently passed away. 

Mr. Pearce was born in Kokomo, Indiana 
and later joined the U.S. Navy. As a member 
of the U.S. Navy, Mr. Pearce served this 
country for nearly three decades, bravely de-
fending American freedoms during World War 
II, the Korean War and Vietnam. After his mili-
tary service, he sailed for 20 years as a civil-
ian as a Radio Electronics Officer in the U.S. 
Merchant Marines. Throughout all his years of 
serving his country, he had the opportunity to 
visit over five continents and 70 countries. 
One of his favorite pastimes was sharing old 
stories of his travels with family and friends. 

Not only did Mr. Pearce have a fulfilling pro-
fessional life, but a rich personal life. He is 
survived by his loving wife Ruth Anne, who he 
was married to for 49 years. He also left be-
hind his son Jeff Pearce, daughter Julie Pow-
ell, brother-in-law John Lamb, grandchildren 
Scott Pearce, Elizabeth Atwood, Christopher 
Powell, and great-granddaughter Abigail At-
wood. Of all his accomplishments, he enjoyed 
being around the ones he loved the most. 
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